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Objective 
 
To provide high quality forage for livestock feed in 
the tropics and warmer subtropics 
 
Description 
• A large perennial tufted grass up to 2 m high 
• Excellent drought tolerance withstanding dry 
spells of up to nine months 
• High dry matter yields and can be cut at 30 
day intervals 
• Palatable when young 
• Adapted to a wide range of soil types and 
performs well without fertilizer 
• Used for continuous and rotational grazing 
 
Limits of use 
As it approaches and reaches maturity, it coarsens 
and nutritional value declines after flowering 
• Sensitive to cold and not tolerant of frost 
• Potential environmental weed without grazing 
 
Management 
 
Field preparation—well prepared or semi-prepared 
seedbed 
 
Establishment—sow at the beginning of the rainy 
season at 5 kg/ha of clean seeds at 1 to 2.5 cm 
depth. Seeds may be of low quality, resulting in poor 
seedling vigour and unreliable establishment so young 
rooted tillers may also be used 
 
Fertilizer—apply 100 kg DAP per hectare after 
sowing to support early growth and establishment 
 
Weeding—hand weed after establishment but may 
also suppress weeds by shading and root competition 
in dry areas 
 
Harvesting—intervals of more than six weeks 
between cuttings and use a cutting height of about 4 
cm to maintain productivity and a good stand 
 
Performance  
Expect about 4–25 t/ha dry matter yields. Crude 
protein is 7–10% in young growth (on moderately 
fertile soils) declining to as low as 1.5% at maturity 
 
This information leaflet on livestock feeds and feeding 
technologies for small-scale farmers is developed 
through collaboration between ILRI and its partners. 
 
For further information, contact     
Forage Diversity 
International Livestock Research Institute 
PO Box 5689, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Asebe Abdena 
Email: a.abdena@cgiar.org   
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